The Fall of the False Idols

Both great prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophesied that the Lord
would come to Egypt and that His presence would shake the pagan
temples and destroy the idols. Isaiah wrote: Behold, the Lord rideth
upon a switt cloud and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt
shall be moved at His presence (Isaiah 19:1, cf. Jeremiah 43:12-13).
When the divine refugees came to the city of Hermopolis (Cairo),
they approached a pagan temple, and all the idols in that temple
suddenly fell down and were shattered. St. Palladius writes of this in
his Lausiac History: "We saw the pagan temple there, in which all
the carved idols fell to the ground at the coming of the Savior." In a
certain place called Sirin there were 365 idols. When the Most-holy
Virgin entered that temple with the Divine Child in her arms, all
these idols fell down and were shattered. All the idols throughout
Egypt fell in the same manner. The Holy Prophet Jeremiah, living
in Egypt in old age, had prophesied to the pagan priests of Egypt
that all the idols would fall and all the graven images would be
destroyed at the time when a Virgin Mother with a Child, born in
a manger, would come to Egypt. The pagan priests remembered
well this prophecy. In accordance with it, they carved out a
representation of a Virgin as she lay on a bed and, next to her in a
manger, her young Child wrapped in swaddling clothes; and they
venerated this representation. King Ptolemy asked the pagan priests
what this representation meant, and they replied that it was a
mystery, foretold by a prophet to their fathers, and that they were
awaiting the fulfillment of this mystery. And, indeed, this mystery
was fulfilled, and revealed not only in Egypt but also in the entire

world. ~ From the Prologue of Ochrid

“Let us Attend!”

“Take the Young Child and His Mother and go the land of
Egypt...”
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29th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. Holy
Righteous Ones: Joseph the Betrothed, David the King,
and James the Brother of the Lord. Afterfeast of the
Nativity. Sunday after Nativity. The 20,000 Martyrs of
Nicomedia, including: Glycerius, Zeno, Theophilus,
Dorotheus, Mardonius, Migdonious, Indes, Gorgonius, Peter,
Euthymius, and the Virgins: Agape, Domna and Theophila
(302). Ven. Ignatii of Lomsk (Vologddi—1591). Apostle
Nicanor the Deacon (38 A.D.). Ven. Simeon the Myrrhgusher,
of Mt. Athos (14th c.).

Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19; Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be

found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the

~ Monday, 5 January 2026: 6:30PM Great Compline and
the Great Blessing of Water.

~ Tuesday, 6 January 2026, 9:30AM. 9:30AM Festal Divine

Liturgy for Holy Theophany. Fr. Paul will begin to bless

homes.

Announcements

~ A warm welcome to all visitors. Please join us downstairs for

Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship.

~ Beginning with Theophany Fr. Paul will begin to bless homes.
A guide to prepare for Fr. Paul’s visit to your home will be added
as an insert into the Bulletin next week. As in years past, those
who wish to give Fr. Paul a freewill offering for blessing your
home may do so. All donations will be given to help those in

need in the local community.

OCA’s daily reading page https.//www.oca. org/readings.

~ St. Nicholas Parish will be celebrating the Feast of the
Schedule

~ Wednesday, 31 December 2025, 9AM Molieben for the
Civil New Year.
~ Thursday, 1 January 2026: 9:30AM. Divine Liturgy at St.

Circumcision of the Lord this Thursday. Divine Liturgy will take
place at St. Nicholas at 9:30AM. All of the faithful of All Saints
are invited for the Feast Day. We will have a Molieben for the

New Year this Wednesday at 9AM.
Nicholas Parish, Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord.

St. Basil the Great
~ Saturday, 3 January 2026. 6PM Great Vespers.
~ Sunday, 4 January 2026, Sunday Before Theophany.
9:30AM Divine Liturgy. Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship


https://www.oca.org/readings

