Metropolitan Anthony Bloom on the Ancestors of Christ
The Saints among them could well teach us what it means to believe;
not simply to have an intellectual faith, a world-outlook which
coincides, as far as it is able, with God's vision, but a faith which
means a complete trust in God, an unlimited faithfulness to Him, the
readiness —— because of what we know of God -- to give our lives
for what He stands for, for what He is. In this context think of
Abraham whose faith was tested to the utmost. How difficult we find
it to give to God something of ours: but Abraham was asked to bring
as a blood-offering his own son -- and he did not doubt God
(Genesis 22: 1-19). And Isaac? He surrendered without resistance, in
perfect obedience to his father, and through him -- to God.

We can remember the struggle of Jacob with the Angel in the
darkness (Genesis 32: 22-32), as we at times struggle for our faith, for
our integrity, for our faithfulness, in the darkness of the night, or the

darkness of doubt, in the darkness that seizes us at times on all sides.

But we can also learn something from those who in history, in the
Bible, appear to us as sinners. They were frail, this frailty conquered
them, they had no strength to resist the impulses of their bodies and
of their souls, the complex passions of men. And yet,... they believed
in God passionately. One of them was David, and one of his Psalms
expresses it so well: "From the deep I cry unto Thee ..." (Psalm
130:1). From the depths of despair, of shame, from the depths of his
fall, from the depths of his alienation from God, from the darkest
depths of his soul he still cried to God. He does not hide from Him,
he does not go away from Him, it is to Him he comes with this

desperate cry of a desperate man.

“Let us Attend”

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of

Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And
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the Spirit of the Lord hall rest upon Him, ...’
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28  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
3. Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ. Sunday before the
Nativity. Virgin Martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with her 500
men and 130 women (304). Repose of St. Peter, Metropolitan
of Moscow, Wonderworker of All Russia (1326). Right-
believing Princess Juliana of Vyazma (1406). Repose of Bl
Procopii (Procopius) of Vyatka, Fool-for-Christ (1628). Martyr
Themistocles of Myra in Lycia (251).

Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40
Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortitied by the regular
reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be found on
the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the OCA’s daily

reading page https.//www.oca. org/readings.

Weekly Schedule
~ Monday, 22 December 2025: 6pm Small Compline for
the Pre—feast of Nativity.
~ Tuesday, 23 December 2025: 6pm Small Compline for
the Pre—feast of Nativity.
~Wednesday 24 December 2025: 9AM Royal Hours of the
Nativity; 3PM Great Compline and Matins for the
Nativity.

~ Thursday 25 December 2025. Nativity of our Lord and
Savior. 9:30AM Divine Liturgy.

~ Friday, 26 December 2025. Second Day of Nativity,
Synaxis of the Theotokos. 9:30AM Divine Liturgy,
followed by Festive Potluck. Bring a covered dish.

~ Saturday, 27 December 2025, 6PM Great Vespers.

~ Sunday, 28 December. 2025. Sunday After the Nativity.
9:30AM Divine Liturgy, followed by Agape Coffee Hour
Fellowship

Announcements

~ All Saints extends its warmest welcome to all visitors. Come

downstairs and join us for Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship.

~ This week we will celebrate the Nativity of our Savior. Please
come and take part in the beautiful services throughout the week

that join us to the wondrous events of the Birth of our Lord.

~ The parish is collecting donations for the flowers that will adorn
the Church throughout the Nativity Season. To contribute, please

mark a giving envelope with the indication “Christmas Flowers”

~ 2025 Church calendars are presently to be delivered to St.
Tikhon’s Monastery and will be presented, Lord willing to all

parishioners next Sunday. Thank you for your patience.
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